BOOK III
CHAPTER III
THE ANNAMITE INVASIONS
FOR nearly a century after the death of Indravarman III, the
history of Champa is obscure in the extreme. The outstanding
event of this period is a series of Annamite invasions, leading to
internal disintegration of the kingdom.
Indravarman III seems to have been succeeded by king
Paramesvaravarman. He was soon involved in a quarrel with the
Annamites which brought ruin upon himself and his kingdom. It
has already been related above that Tonkin and northern Annam
had passed into the hands of China in 111 B.C. But the tyranny
of the Chinese, both officials and colonists, told heavily upon the
people. In 36 AD. they broke into revolt but a Chinese army
easily overran the country.
The Annamites again revolted in 183 AD., but were subjugated
in 226 A.D. In 541 Ly Bon or Ly Bi, an Annamite of Chinese
origin, revolted against the Chinese governor and declared himself
king. He and his two successors ruled for 62 years, but the Chinese
reconquered the province in 603 AD. Ly Bon ruled over the whole
of Tonkin and in the south 'his kingdom reached the frontier of
Champa. His fight with Rudravarrnan has already been referred
to above. From 603 to 930 AD. the Chinese remained the
undisputed master of Tonkin. In 722 an Annamite chief, Mai Thuc
Loan, made alliance with the king of Champa and revolted against
the Chinese governor. But the revolt was easily supressed by the
Chinese generals.
At last, unable to bear the miseries of Chinese yoke, the
Annamites Again broke into revolt early in the 10th century AD.
The moment was very opportune. The downfall 'of the Imperial
T'ang dynasty in 907 AD. was followed by a period of anarchy and
disintegration in China, lasting for more than half a century. The
Annamites took full advantage of this situation and freed themselves
from the iron yoke of the Chinese. Henceforth Annam became an
independent cotfntry, nominally acknowledging su^raiity of CMna